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The Pulitzer and Nobel prize-winning book, The
Good Earth, partly focuses on the story of the
ultimate “earth mother”, O-lan, a slave who is
purchased by a man to become his first wife. She
accepts her life of servitude and sacrifice as she
works for her family’s survival. She deals with the
terrible conditions leading to infanticide, with
foot-binding, and with concubines and polygamy
while she is never fully appreciated as the wise
center of her family.

O-lan



Dragon Seed is a fictional novel about the
Japanese attack on Nanjing in the late 1930’s and
the humiliating and brutal treatment of the
Chinese by the invaders. Jade is a young wife,
happy in her traditional role, who takes heroic
actions against the Japanese occupying her
country. She and her sister-in-law, Mayli, are
portrayed as modern, free-thinking Chinese
women who are also forward -thinking in the way
Pearl Buck is advocating for women in America.

Jade



In This Proud Heart, set completely in the United
States, main character Susan Gaylord is an
especially brilliant woman, struggling between her
traditional role of wife and mother and her career
as a sculptor, as she navigates through two
unhappy marriages and care of her children. Pearl
Buck examines the limits faced by women in
America and concludes the novel with Susan’s
realization that she can’t have both a traditional
marriage and a career in America of the late
1930’s.

Susan



While some of the issues raised by Pearl Buck have improved over time, women
continue to strive for full equality in this country and abroad. In the United States,
this year:

• Kamala Harris, as Vice-President, rose to highest government position achieved by a
woman.  Women have held the highest position of power in 58 countries through 2020, but
never in the U.S.
• Janet Yellen, the first woman to head the U. S. Treasury, said of the lack of women in
economics careers that “There is a problem in the profession and we have to change the
culture.”
• The Federal Reserve Chairman, Jerome Powell, has said that the pandemic’s economic
fallout has hurt women disproportionately and suggested improved child care policies
could help the economy.
• The U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill designed to protect women from domestic
violence and another bill to remove the deadline to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. Is
the ERA still important? Proponents believe that it could strengthen the legal basis for
combating violence against women, pay inequality and maternity leave.





"Men and women are not the same, yesterday, today or ever. One is not inferior or superior
to the other, and the brain capacity of each varies not with sex but with the individual. "

-Pearl S. Buck
"Thoughts of a Woman at Christmas"


