Handicap Accessibility Information for Docents

The Pearl S. Buck House at this time can not be called a “handicap accessible facility” as defined by national museum standards.  The Pearl S. Buck House does have handicap accessible areas of the National Historic Landmark House and the surrounding grounds.  

Visitors, who cannot navigate the stairs, or other areas of the House, have the opportunity to view The Pearl S. Buck House tour DVD. 

The PSB House DVD can be viewed after the tour intro film if a guest has elected not to tour the House. 

· If a guest has elected to see a portion of the House and return to see the DVD, the Tour Desk Operator should be made aware to expect the return of the guest. Walkie talkies should be utilized for this option.

· Guests can never self escort out of the House and must be escorted by the Docent to the nearest exit door.

· Umbrella strollers are permitted.  PSBI requires the use of our property stroller if the guest stroller exceeds the standard wheelchair width of 27 inches.
Second floor access by umbrella stroller:

· Guests can collapse and leave stroller in large library for their use when they descend from the 2nd floor portion of the tour (recommended).

· Guests can have another familial guest assist them in lifting the stroller up and down stairs (however PSBI cannot be held liable for any injuries sustained in doing so) 

Limited Accessibility

Guest Reference

Please note that each limited accessibility situation is unique to the guest. For that reason guests may refer to the measurements here below when handicap accessibility questions for the Pearl S. Buck House are received. Tour Desk Operator should help determine the extent of visitor’s access as listed below.
Usual standard wheelchair widths are 27 inches. A tape measure is provided at the tour desk if needed for walking aide device measurement. See House measurements as listed below. 

Bell door width (with ramp entrance)
            31”

Kitchen doorway width


28”

Dining room doorway
width


32”

Front Door width



39.5 “    and (3 inch step)

Courtyard Door (Living Room)

35.5”

Secretary Office width


32.5”

Courtyard Steps



3 steps highest is 10.5 riser

Walsh Door width



31.5”

Large Library French Doors


4 inch step and courtyard steps

PSB Office door width


33.5”

Handicap parking and restrooms are available to guests on the ground floor of the Cultural Center.

The Cultural Center is accessible via front ramp, and walkway on ground floor. 
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