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A Study of the Influence of Chinese wisdom on Pearl S Buck’s Transnational Feminist
Consciousness

Pearl S. Buck was a lifelong advocate of women's liberation. Her feminist consciousness has
been the subject of considerable academic interest, with researchers typically attributing it to her
gender equality education in America, while failing to acknowledge the significant influence of
Chinese wisdom on her feminist thinking. Buck's extensive life experience in China for half of life
provided her with invaluable insights, guiding her to transcend the limitations of race, ethnicity, and
nation in her approach to women's liberation. Her 'bifocal perspective' and her flexible application
of the ideas of 'all men are brothers' and 'great harmony under heaven' demonstrate the influence of
Chinese wisdom on her feminist thinking. Buck integrated gender issues with racial and national
liberation within a single framework, viewing all three as interconnected challenges that require the
dismantling of hegemonic ideologies. She expanded the scope of women's emancipation to include
women of color and Asian women, demonstrating a highly inclusive and forward-thinking
perspective. Additionally, she recognized the strength of Chinese women, advocating for the use of
them as a model to address women's issues, thereby reversing the traditional relationship between
East and West and challenging America's sense of superiority over Asia. This exemplifies the critical

internationalism that pervades her intellectual pursuits.



