
Pearl Buck in China  
The Importance of Kuling

The Life Saving Station







Presbyterians 

on the 

Yangtze





Thomas Harnsberger - Zhenjiang Railway 1917



Oct 1912 -  Thomas Harnsberger – Lanie Gillespie and daughter Vivian 

arrive at Pearl Buck’s house in the  City of Zhenjiang, Jiangsu. 
Vivian Harnsberger is the mother of US author Sue Grafton. 



Taizhou Kids -  Jiangsu 







Sedan Chair 













Grand Canal Steamer 

Pulls Houseboat  1920





Houseboat Pullers -  3 Wong Brothers 





Harvesting Fall Wheat 

Northern Jiangsu 



1931 Flood Homeless 



The exiles daughter

Pearl Buck

coming home

to China



Pearl S. Buck
when she won the Nobel Prize for literature:
"Her beautiful gray-green eyes were as clear as 
jade, frank, and sparkling... 
her uneven mouth was cut like a gash in her 
expressive face. 

She was attractive, friendly, natural, easy to be with, 
but I had a feeling she had never been young."



first returned to America

Pearl when she first returned to America at the age of nine

before go to China
Pearl at the age of five months was taken in San Francisco, 
just before her parents sailed with her for China



The Sydenstricker family in Shanghai 

in 1894; the parents, Edwin, Pearl and 

baby Clyde



Carie

Pearl’s mother, as a child

“the exile's daughter”
At home in her own country, "the exile's 
daughter" with one of her own daughters 
(Photo by Ferles)



Wang Amah

Pearl's well-loved Chinese nurse

Lu Amah

who saved the lives of Pearl and her family
in 1927

Chang Amah

who cared for Pearl's children in China



At Stockholm, December 10, 1938, the King of 

Sweden presents the Nobel Prize for Literature 
- a gold medal, a certificate for the prize money, 
and a leather-bound, hand-decorated "citation"

Nobel Prize 

Pearl when she was in college



• The scene of the Nobel Prize 
ceremony in Stockholm in 1938

• Pearl is seated at left of center 
(Photo by Karl Sandels, Stockholm)



On the lot where the moving picture of Dragon 

Seed was being made in 1943, Pearl met for 
the first time the old water-buffalo who had 
been a leading character in the film of The 

Good Earth. He is now an MGM pet (Courtesy 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures, Inc.)

Pearl Buck talking with Chinese women in an 

interval of the hearings at Washington on the 
repeal of the Chinese Exclusion laws, May 20, 
1943 (Photo by Press

Association, Inc.)

at Washington



Those terrifying steps

up to the summer place 

at Kuling



Pearl Buck House 



Pearl Buck House 

Under Renovation 

Lushan

Oct. 2023



A canal scene 
in Shanghai



A street in Shanghai



Fishermen near Nanhsuchow, the scene of most of The Good Earth 

(Photo: Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions)



Golden Island, with its pagoda,

was near her childhood home

in Chinking

(Photo: Methodist Prints)



•

“Each June, when 
the rice seedlings 
were transplanted 
from the dry beds 
to the flooded 
fields, I knew, the 
time had come for 
Kuling .”              
                                   

Pearl S. Buck

Lianhuadong – The Path to  Lushan 

From “My Several Worlds”
The Importance of Kuling



Kuling was 1st a“Lifesaving Station” for kids

Pearl S. Buck, “My Several Worlds”



Kuling’s
 First

 baby

“Uncle” 
Jim



The  ‘Thousand Steps’ 
or ‘Strong Man Steps ‘ where  
Sedan chairs hung over the edge





The Thousand Steps





Quotes from ‘Lushan Memories’





Pearl S.Buck



‘We must let the Chinese come in’



The Woods -  Presbyterians in Huai’an China 1902



Presbyterian Missionaries China 1891

Dr. Edgar 

Woods

1st Presbyterian Dr. in China



Hutch’s Grandparents 1894   
(Lin) James Woods, Bessie (19)

Went to China in 1892 - 1939     

#1 Chinese Presbyterian Family

More years than any family in the China Mission
Bessie Woods                           Dr. James Baker Woods

Woods & the Bells 



CHINA

North Jiangsu >



< 10,000 sq. mi inland sea

< Gaoyou

Gaoyou

   Lake

Grand Canal > < Taizhou -  Harnsberger

 Home #1

Shanghai

Nanjing



“Perhaps we white people ought never have built a separate places for ourselves. 

but we did it so we could keep our children.   We lost so many children. “ 
                                                                                                          Mother of Pearl S. Buck
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