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JAPANESE IN PEARL BUCK'S WORKS
The Exile (1936)                  The Patriot (1939)

China Sky (1941)                 Dragon Seed (1942)

China Flight (1945) Far and Near (1947) 

The Big Wave (1948) One Bright Day (1950)

The Child Who Never Grew (1950)

The Hidden Flower (1952)

My Several Worlds (1954)

Command the Morning (1959)

A Bridge for Passing (1962)  Living Reed (1963)
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Pearl Buck Meets the Japanese



FORCED LIFE OF EVACUEES IN UNZEN, 1927

“It was a blessing for me,
                            in an unexpected way.“

"This delightful vacation

                              I was forced to take."

“A truly happy moment."



FORCED LIFE OF EVACUEES IN UNZEN, 1927

“Carol was accepted by everyone in
  Japan as she was, and was treated

  so kindly.

  I will never forget the kindness of

  the Japanese people.”



Pearl Buck Meets the Japanese



PEARL BUCK MEETS THE JAPANESE

Japanese living in New York
    YASUO KUNIYOSHI (1889-1953)

    AYAKO ISHIGAKI     (1903-1996)

    TORU MATSUMOTO (1913-1979)



YASUO KUNIYOSHI (1889-1953)

self-portrait



YASUO KUNIYOSHI (1889-1953)

1929: The MoMA exhibition "Nineteen Living American Painters”
1934: The Temple Gold Medal by the Pennsylvania Academy of

           the Fine Arts

           The second prize at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art

1947: Founded the National Artist Equity Association

          The first president

1948: Retrospective exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American

          Art

1953: One of four artists in the "Venice Biennale Exhibition”
1953: Passed away in New York at the age of 64









NEXT MORNING OF PEARL HARBOUR ATTACK
AT THE JOHN DAY COMPANY IN NEW YORK

We two nations are...,

I know. But whatever happens,

 remember that we, the people of 

both countries are not enemies !

Yasuo whispered

Pearl Buck



I don‘t say forgive me, my country. 
I cannot myself forgive my country. They 
attack me also when they do such attacks 
on America. 

I am not changing.
I am not enemy.  
You are not enemy to me

 in my heart.

YASUO 



"Someday, will it all be 
forgotten?"

Burt

Yasuo 

"It "It will never be forgotten. How can you and I forget?  
You and I will remember.” will never be forgotten. How can 
you and I forget?  You and I will "It will never be forgotten. 

How can you and I forget?  You and I will remember.”いしい
いいい"It will never be forgotten. How can you and I forget?  
You and I will remember.” "It will never be forgotten. How 

can you and II will forget?  You and I will remember.”

"It will never be forgotten. 
How can you and I forget?
You and I will remember.”



AYAKO ISHIGAKI
    (1903-1996)



THE LETTER FROM PEARL BUCK,
   WHEN THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR OCCURRED. 

Our people do not see each other as enemies. 

We will never forget how you supported us against the 
Japanese military. 

If you are ever arrested and mistreated simply for 
being Japanese, please show this letter to the 
authorities. 

I will come to you immediately.





TORU MATSUMOTO  (1913-1979)

Matsumoto, well known in Japan as an instructor of radio English courses
His friend, Kiyoshi Tanimoto



AT THE TOKYO AIRPORT, 1960



“One or two business associates.

A few friends, perhaps.

Then a quick  to  .

And and .”



“The smiling faces, 
   the warm voices, 
     sometimes the eyes
      brimming with tears,
  these claimed me
                  for  their own.”



Part 2:

The Social Activist 

  Pearl Buck 

and Japanese People



Douglas MacArthur, General Old soldiers never die; 

they just fade away

GHQ : General Headquarters, the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers



JAPANESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

‘MY ADVICE TO JAPAN’
OCTOBER 2, 1945

Give everyone the freedom to be responsible.
Have Power.  
You cannot lie down and sleep in peace. 

You cannot take even an hour's rest.

Because good people everywhere need your careful 
attention, your determination to be added to theirs.



JAPANESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

‘PEACE CENTER ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
IN THE U.S.’
AUG. 7, 1949

Pearl Buck appointed as a member of the 
committee.

The committee includes former Ambassador 
to Japan Mr. Grew, Pearl Buck, and John 
Hersey, author of HIROSHIMA.



PEACE CENTER ASSOCIATES

25 A-bombed women 
traveled to the U.S. to 
undergo keloid surgery on 
a U.S. Air Force plane.

                May, 1955 



Norman Cousins



JAPANESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

‘WOMEN ARE THE POWER OF PEACE.’
JANUARY, 1956

A world where our children can live in peace and grow up 
fully.

We women must work for the good of all mankind. 

This year, let us pledge to dedicate ourselves to peace. 

To all the women of Japan, I extend my heartfelt New 
Year's greetings.



February 3, 1956

Dear Mrs. Sajiki:

Thank you very much for your letter of January the 25th. 

I have read it with much interest and sympathy.

All mothers in every country, I am sure, feel as the mother in Japan do.

I am glad to hear of the Peace Tower and I hope you will send me a picture 
of it when it is done.

Meanwhile, I shall take pleasure in telling others of the monument.

With best wishes, I am. 

Yours sincerely,

Pearl S. Buck









Inside the tube was the letter

from Pearl Buck



PEARL BUCK’S INTERACTION WITH JAPANESE

Ms. MIKI SAWADA

The founder of the facility for half- American children in Japan

Mr. IMAO HIRANO

The founder of the institution for mix-race children

Ms. KOKO KONDO

A-bomb survivor, International adoptees

Peace activist with children around the world, and calling for 
the abolition of nuclear weapons



MIKI SAWADA



Elizabeth Saunders Home



Chieko Singer and her son.

    With sympathy for Chieko      





I could not be happier 

to have had Pearl Buck 

as a close friend 

through this work. 

I don’t think there is 
anyone else in all of 

American who has as 

much of the Oriental 

mind as she has of her 

own.



JAPANESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

‘ REMI’S HOUSE  ASSISTANCE..’
NOVEMBER 4, 1966

Hirano founded "Remi 

Association" to help 

mixed-race children, and 

Pearl Buck took

 an interest and visited 

Hirano at his home.
Pearl is drinking matcha tea.









“You are very valuable and important people, and you 
should not feel ashamed of yourselves. 

Be proud of yourselves and try as hard as you can to 
fulfill your important mission. 

I am also a mixed German-Dutch child, just like all of 
you. 

So, together with you, I will continue to serve as a 
sturdy bridge between our two cultures.”





one of the most 

famous cook

 in Japan

Remy Hirano



Ms. Koko Kondo



The U.S. aircraft took five 

days to reach New York 

via Honolulu and San 

Francisco.



‘THIS IS YOUR LIFE’ MAY 11,1955

A-bomb survivor Kiyoshi Tanimoto meets Captain Robert Lewis 



It took off from Tinian, dropped 
the bomb as it had been 
trained, made a sharp turn and 
left the sky over Hiroshima. 
Returning again over 
Hiroshima, I looked down and 
saw that the city of Hiroshima 
had disappeared and burning ...



My God. 
What have we done!  
I thought so and 
immediately wrote 
these words in my 
flight logbook.





Henriette, the best friend of Koko

Koko



“When war breaks out, many people will be hurt. But the 
people who will be hurt the most will be the children. 

It was my dear daughter Carol who raised me to be a 
"Nobel Prize" winner. 

So, Koko, every birth in this world means something.
I hope in the future you will do something for the children 
who have been victimized by adults.”







IN HIROSHIMA PEACE MEMORIAL PARK (MAY, 2016)



We see these stories in the 
Hibakusha(A-bomb 
survivor): 

The woman who forgave a 
pilot who flew the plane 
that dropped the atomic 
bomb because she 
recognized what she really 
hated was war itself.



What I have learned from 
Pearl  Buck

 is too vast to recount.



THE FILM ‘WHAT DIVIDES US’ WILL BE PRODUCED
    IN THE U.S.A AND JAPAN IN 2025

Tanimoto Kiyoshi and Cannon Hersey, the grand-son of John Hersey



YOKO SAGAWA MA
A researcher 
of Pearl S. Buck
From Japan

Thank you very much !!
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